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RAINS DELAY HARVEST 
 

Rains from the remnants of Hurricane Ida fell over most of West Tennessee, delaying corn and soybean harvest.  

Corn yields were expected to be around average and soybeans looked good due to timely rains.  Row crop 

farmers were able to do some last-minute spraying for pests before the rains hit.  Armyworms continued to 

cause damage to pastures and hay fields.  Cattle managed to maintain good condition throughout the summer 

months.  In Middle Tennessee, heavy precipitation also delayed fieldwork, but feared flooding did not 

materialize.  Livestock producers continued to report problems with armyworms in their hay fields and pastures, 

with some areas reporting record levels of infestation.  In East Tennessee, armyworms also continued to 

adversely affect hay and pasture.  Much-needed rainfall improved pasture conditions.  There were 4.8 days 

suitable for fieldwork last week.  Topsoil moisture was 2 percent very short, 12 percent short, 73 percent 

adequate and 13 percent surplus.  Subsoil moisture was 2 percent very short, 13 percent short, 74 percent 

adequate, and 11 percent surplus.   

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The USDA, NASS, Tennessee Field Office gratefully acknowledges invaluable contributions to this publication by: 

The University of Tennessee and Tennessee State University Extension.   
Weather and rainfall data have been discontinued.   

CROP PROGRESS  CONDITION 

 Crop 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
2020 

5 
Year 
Avg. 

 Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent 

Corn – Dough    100 98    100 99 Pasture 2 
 

       9      29 52    8 

Corn – Dented 91 80 86 92 Cotton 6  11 20 52  11 

Corn – Mature 38 25 42 59 Corn 1        4    20 59  16 

Corn – Harvested        7   1        4     12 Soybeans 2        5 21 57  15 

Cotton – Setting Bolls    100 96    100   100 Tobacco 4    8 26 55    7 

Cotton – Bolls Opening   7   5 14 29 Cattle 0    2 18 69  11 

Soybeans – Setting Pods 95 90 94 95       

Soybeans – Dropping Leaves 16 10 14 17       

Tobacco – Cut  46      33 39 44       

Winter Wheat – Planted    1    N/A N/A N/A       

                      


